Joe Swift replaces Rachel de Thame
presenting the new TV series of
Small Town Gardens that starts on
Friday. Tim Rumball popped up to
Leeds to find out why he got the job

F IT AIN'T BROKE, dan't fix 1.

Thal ¥l adage has been

applied by the B8C to

programmes like Grownd Force

and The Flying Gardeaer 1o
good effsct — the familiar formats
have won a host of fans &oress (he
nation both for the programmes and
thedr presenters,

S0 il was & surprise to hear earies
this wear that the niw safies of
Small Town Gardens was o Do
presanted, not by Bachel de Thame
who did the job weth such
confldence kst year, bul by her
Gardensrs’ Word co-star |oe Swift,

The official reason for the Swap
weas that Rachel was tod busy with
alher work commiiments.

Why Joe?
But why Joe? He doesn't have the
glampur of Rached or Chris
Beardsharw, 1he presentational skills
af Alan Thohmarsh, or the cRanmms ol
Charlie DimrmosCk.
He's really just an crdinary joe — a
g.nldl'n designar by Irace who knows
his plams, He seoms a bif dumdy, 2
hit aedoavand, and talks 1o camesa like
he Lalks to his mates or his musm.

There hawe been times when that
hasa't come aCross well an Sreen —
thie Gardeners” World Speceal
called The Combat fome
scmeened o few weeks
Bp0 was & case In
paint. Rache] dide
come ot of that one
well, pitkssr,

But i Rk nopay
series of Sl Towan
Gardes thal boysh

appeal works. Where Rachel simply
presented the programme, working
separately fram the designer and
landscape gardeners on each propect,
b s bn the thick of i1

=The fomnmat’s similar 0o last pear's
show,” Joe told me, “but Vanessa
[the producer) is mucking abaut with
it @ bit. I'm getting mare imeohed
with the desgners

“It's much more actuality, fy-on-
the-wall documentary style rather
than bats of pieces 10 camera = | iy

. Bo ged @ bit mone under the Skin o

how designers war

“Tm right in there, s the way |
ke fo work, amd | think telewssson s
maving on 1o give that sort of
‘reality TV feell I this series every
naw and 1han the designer asks me
what | think — and that shouldnt
rieally be part of it

"Hut it betause I'm & designer
mrysell I'm really interested in how
the gardens are develaped.”

Moroccan

I'd travelbed fo Leeds to meet up
with bog and the film crew at the
garden of Sue and Clhve Prothene,
Sue and Clive's house s & big,
sofid detached place bullt In stone
an four storeys including the
basament. 1€ has a long front
garden, and & squane
back garden about
soogoft, (6xyiEm)
surmouneed by a
high wall.

Clive Protheroe with
with his wile Sue,
wiho's an AS reades

Jow Switt works clossly with designers Julet MeKelvey fabove 20) and
Jodith Wisa (sbowe righ] on the gardén. View from above shows thie
peometric design (Geiw), wilh oclagonal sunken seafing area, slandard
photinias with box edging af Tour corners, aad patio dising area 1o e right




that ks 1hi
Towns we'll .
visit in the

TV series

Aclon, London;
Leeds, Yorkshire,
Highbury, Semerset;
i Chigpenham, Willshire;
i Helenshurgh, Strathetyde:

e ) 7 Fowey, Gormeall;
East Sheen, Londos;
Brighton, Sussex,

_?1 Jmdith Wise and Juliel
M Kedvey (fop) wsad
harbaceous planis 1o add
colour and structure o ihe
garden beds. A newly plamed
rose (inse( just couldn't Mediter . ; spir
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Joes
lement describin <ign
W the finished garden.
"The feature i
thing you 5ee as you come in the
Bl
calmir
nE berrace i a natural
on L the k

garden and the planting
d Juliet ane ov fifi ubily different = 1hiy've relied on
eré they want i just green here.
dréw Up a “Bax halls and conet add a bovely
t th tbythm all the way 8o
dng ko it = designers’ tenace.”

Pt Designing and building
i i- a garden is hand wark,
- especially when yoaw I
hame ta keep stopping
flor the TV casseras

Shruciurne 1o

“Flant
geometric
|l;_||'.

the garden.”

Cwift — 'S o ordimary Joe, ok

% The first of eight programmes in
e pew Small Town Gardems senlas
stavis on Friday, 6 Sephember on
BRCz at Bpm. Sve and Clive
Protheros’s Leeds garden [s the
subject of the second programme in
the serips, shown oa Friday 13
Seplember at the same Hime.




