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Previously a bedroom, this large space accommodated the generou?ismed

walk-in shower and large freestanding b h the couple wanted, cre}!tlng a
/beautlful hammam-style retreat. ,7
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Opposite page: This magnificent
reclaimed stone bath sits beautifully
amid the room’s Edwardian architectural
features and is perfectly placed to
capitalise on the natural light afforded
by a large window.

Below: Wall niches have been carved
into the shower area to add interest
and allow the couple to keep soap and
shampoo close at hand.

ithbusycareersinthe musicindustryand afamilyto
look after, Russell Warby and Marion Gurnell Sparks like to make the
mostofanyrelaxationtime.Thus,whentheyboughtandrefurbishedthis
EdwardianpropertyinleafyMuswellHill,theydecidedtotransformthe
bedroom nexttotheirsinto something of asanctuary-aplacewhere
they could recharge the batteries atthe startofahecticday or unwind
at the end.

InteriordesignerLisaBurkewascommissionedtoredesignthefour-
storeyhomefromtoptobottombutofferedsomeparticularlyvaluable
knowledgeandresourceswhenitcametothisbathroom.“Afterdiscussing
what the couple wanted it was clear they desired a very luxurious,
boudoir-stylebathroom-theydidn’tevenwantaWCinhere,”sherecalls.
“However,theyhadalsobeenouttoEssaouirainMoroccoandlovedthe
hammamlooksowantedmetorecreatethatfeelinhere;lactuallyhave
aplaceinEssaouirasoamveryfamiliarwiththis styleand knewwhere
to source some fabulous tiles.

“Marionisalsoveryinspiredbythe1950s.Thehouseisdecoratedwith
lotsoffurnitureshehascollectedfromthatera,sowedecidedtoextend
thatthemeinhereandintroduceafewglamorous,vintagepieces,”she
continues.“Sotheconceptforthisroomwasbasicallyaninterpretation
of a Moroccan hammam but with a vintage twist.”

The combination of these two themes is nothing short of stunning.
With walls veiled in a luxurious, tactile polished plaster, the room’s
toneisinstantlyset,oozingthecool,calmserenityofanexoticvilla.What’s
more, Lisacommissionedacompany called Armour Coatto makethe
plasterupinabespokecolourtomatchtheexquisitetiles shesourced
from Fez. >
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“The tiles are a lovely combination of grey and lilac but they look a
bitiridescentsothere’salotofcolourvariationinthem,”Lisaexplains.
“I picked up a sample from Fez on one of my trips to Morocco and
broughtitbacktoshowRussellandMarionandtheylovedit,sowehad
thetilesmadeupandshippedover-althoughnowyoucangetthemin
London.ArmourCoatdidawonderfuljobmatchingtheplastertothetiles
-theyeven havethe same pearlescentfinish, sothereisalotof colour
movement in the walls as well.”

With such a gorgeous backdrop in place it was time to find some
equallystunningbrasswareandsanitaryware.Again,Lisa’scommitment
toaestheticalperfectionwasunwavering. Themagnificentfreestanding
bath,forinstance,complementstheclassicstylingofthis periodproperty
beautifullyandwasshippedoverfromTennesseefromacompanythat
supplies unusual antique and reproduction baths.

“Wecameacrossthiswhitestonebathandimmediatelyfellinlovewiththe
shape.It'sincrediblyelegantand,atthetime,itwasquitehardtofindabath
likethisinthe UK-nowit’sabiteasier,” explains Lisa. Italsofits perfectly
beneath awindowinthe corner ofthe room, allowing the pair to lie back
and look out at the sky and treetops whilst enjoying a relaxing soak.

The‘hisandhers’basinconsole,whichrestsagainstthechimneybreast,
stronglyappealedtoMarion’sloveofvintagefurnitureanddeliversthat
sameclassiceleganceasthebath.LefroyBrooks, meanwhile,proveda
perfectchoiceforthebrasswarewithitshigh-qualitytimelessstyling.
Moreover,the pewterfinishthatLisachosehasanantique, nickel-like
appearancethatenhancestheroom’svintagethemeandhas,asshep
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Above: An old-fashioned white stone
basin console was imported from
America from the same place as the
bath to ensure a coordinated look and
enhance the vintage theme in here.

Opposite page: A large walk-in shower
clad in striking Iridescent tiles from Fez is
evocative of the Moroccan hammam.
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DESIGN

Interior design Lisa Burke Interior Design (07960 728337)
Construction Dawson Construction Ltd (07725 546719)
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BATHROOM

Bath and basin console The Bath Works (01582 602713

or www.thebathworks.com)

Brassware Lefroy Brooks (01992 708316 or www.lefroybrooks.com),
supplied by Carver Dobson (01702 712483)

Floor Moroccan tiles, available from Habibi Interiors

(020 8960 9203 or www.habibi-interiors.com)

Walls Moroccan tiles, as before and polished

plaster in a custom-made colour by Armour Coat !
(01732 467993 or www.armourcoat.com)

Glass screen Supplied and fitted by Didier Avignon

(020 7249 4911 or www.specialistglasswork.com) /|
Chandelier Vintage French chandelier restored at / I
W.Sitch (020 7437 3776 or www.wsitch.co.uk) X
Mirrors and white chair The Conran Shop (0844 848 4000 . <l

or www.conranshop.co.uk) h K v

Wall light Mr Resistor (020 8874 2234 or www.mr-resistor.co.uk) e ] . '
Doors Bespoke, Morgan Thomas Construction (020 7739 2288) g
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WC ROOM

Floor and wall tiles Mosaic tiles, Tower Ceramics o
(020 7485 7192 or www.towerceramics.com) i T k. !
Basin and WC Duravit (0845 500 7787 or www.duravit.co.uk) T g i) [ |
Chandelier Vintage. For similar try Period Style Lighting e = ‘ ] '
(01992 554943 or www.periodstylelighting.co.uk)

COST

A similar bathroom would cost around £15,000
including design and installation

Above: A white chair from The Conran  Below right: The vintage French
Shop and classical-style painting ensure  chandelier adds a touch of glamour to the
the focus remains on beauty and relaxation  bathroom scheme.

rather than functionality.

says, “alovely sludgy colourthat’s considerably softer than the other
finishes and tones in perfectly with the grey tiles.”

Therewas no need for storage above or belowthe basinsasafloor-
to-ceiling cupboard has been builtinto one of the alcoves beside the
fireplace.AgainitwasimportanttoLisathatthisfunctionalareadidn’t
detractfromthebeauty oftheroomsoshe hadapiece of MDF custom
coated inthe same polished plaster for the door, ensuring itappears
as part of the wall. “This is areally great use of space too because the
ceilingsareabout14feethigh,soit’susefulforstoringeverydayitems
aswellasotherbitsand piecesthatthecoupledon’tuseallthetime,up
higher,” she observes.

There are also two wall niches in the large walk-in shower area for
holdingsoaps,gelsandshampoos.Theshowerwas placedagainstthe
longestwallasMarionandRussellwantedthemaximumamountofspace
possiblefortheshower,notonlytoaccommodatetheirbigdrenching
showerhead, which pumps air as well as water, but to recreate that
hammam feel.

Asafinalflourish,twosimpleelegantmirrorsfromThe ConranShop
havebeenhungabovethebasinsandanantiquechandeliersuspended
fromtheceiling. ThelatterwasboughttocomplementFrenchwalllights
outinthehallway,howeveritalsoaddssomeold-fashionedglamourand
augmentsthefeelingthatthisisabeautifulroominwhichtorelaxrather
than a functional space.

A separate WC roomzvés cregted so that the
focus in the couple’s batffoom was solely
on relaxation. However,this small space still
manages to [ook calh and beautiful thanks
to an elegant chafidelier and small mosaic
tiles flowing agfoss the walls and floor.
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